Clinical manifestations of carcinoma of the lung.
In 1991 lung cancer will account for 30% of all cancer deaths in this country, or more than 140,000 deaths. One reason for this high mortality rate is our inability to diagnose carcinoma of the lung at an early stage. Carcinoma of the lung is associated with numerous systemic effects. Because many of these are subtle in their clinical presentation, they may be overlooked until more obvious signs of malignancy are present. By this time, the tumor may be no longer amenable to surgical resection, and the chance for cure is lost. The article reviews the clinical manifestations of carcinoma of the lung that may alert the clinician to its presence and perhaps allow earlier diagnosis and prolonged survival.